ENG 410: Research Paper Assignments
I. Research Paper Proposal and Bibliography (50 pts) 

Due Date:
November 1, 2017  (hardcopy at start of class)

Length:
Proposal: 1-page maximum / Bibliography: open length

Proposal: You are to write a 1-page research proposal that clearly defines the question you wish to research for your final paper due at the end of term. You should include in this proposal a working thesis statement. You should also explain: 1) what novel(s) and/or films(s) you will be discussing, 2) what subquestions you hope to investigate, and 3) why you are interested in this project. NOTE: If you want to write on one of the last two novels, that is fine. Just speak with me first.
Bibliography: The propsoal should be directly followed by a list of scholarly sources you are planning to use in your research paper. This bibliography should be in MLA format and contain a minimum of 8 scholarly sources. 

You will be graded on the following: 1) adhering to the above directions, 2) using proper MLA citation, 3) using proper mechanics as per the Style Guidelines (this means: spelling, grammar, margins, formatting, etc.).
II. Final Research Paper (300 pts)
Due Date: TBD (day and time of final exam, can email to me)
Length: 13-15 pages (inlcuding Works Cited)
Prompt: Please write a 13-15 page argumentative research paper in which you make a scholarly argument that tackels at least one of the texts (print, film, audio) we have discussed in this class. For this paper you should draw upon close readings of the primary source(s) and pair this with research you have condcuted from secondary sources. This final paper is worth 30% of your grade, so make sure that you fully engage with the text(s) you are discussing and that you are making an argument about the text(s). Remember that each quote you use in this paper (either from a primary or secondary source) should be fully discussed.  
Please make sure that the topic you choose to analyze can be handled adequately in the space of 13-15 pages. A narrower topic will allow you to do more in-depth research and analysis and will enable you to maintain better control of your paper. 

Your essay should include the following:

· An introduction informing your audience of any context required for this paper and maybe a hint at what is at stake in your argument
· A strong thesis statement!

· An organizaed structure with clear topic sentences

· Well articulated close readings

· Secondary research to support your argument

· Possible consideration of opposing or alternative viewpoints 
· A conclusion that pushes your argument forward
· A “Works Cited” page (NOT ANNOTATED)
Mechanics: Remember to pay attention to the language you choose, as well as your spelling and grammar. Please visit the Writing Center or come see me if you have specific grammatical questions.
Style Guidelines: Please keep in mind the page length and make sure that you are using 12-point, Times New Roman font. See syllabus for further style guidelines and paper formatting.
